Interior Department Auctions Over
79,000 Acres Offshore New York for
Wind Energy Development
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

12/16/2016
Contact: Interior_Press@ios.doi.gov
Tracey Moriarty (BOEM), 703-787-1571
WASHINGTON – Furthering President Obama’s comprehensive Climate Action Plan to
create American jobs, develop domestic clean energy resources and cut carbon
pollution, Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell and Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) Director Abigail Ross Hopper today announced the completion of
the nation’s sixth competitive lease sale for renewable energy in federal waters. Today’s
lease sale offered 79,350 acres offshore New York for potential wind energy
development.
The provisional winner of today’s lease sale is Statoil Wind US LLC, which bid
$42,469,725 for lease area OCS-A 0512. Avangrid Renewables, LLC, DONG Energy
Wind Power (U.S.) Inc., Innogy US Renewable Projects LLC, New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority, and wpd offshore Alpha LLC also participated in
the lease sale.
“This auction underscores the growing market demand for renewable energy among our
coastal communities,” said Secretary Jewell. “It not only marks another milestone for the
U.S. offshore wind energy program, but also demonstrates how our collaborative efforts
with state, local and private sector partners can advance a clean energy future in the
United States. I’m proud of what the Interior Department has accomplished over the
past 8 years to build a strong foundation to harness the incredible potential of offshore
wind.”
The Obama Administration established an enduring renewable energy program at the
Department, including the nation’s first program for offshore wind leasing and
permitting. Over the past 8 years, BOEM has fostered offshore renewable energy
development through a collaborative state-federal process to identify Wind Energy
Areas and hold competitive lease sales. To date, BOEM has awarded eleven
commercial wind leases, including nine through its competitive lease sale process.

These lease sales have generated more than $16 million in winning bids for more than
one million acres in federal waters.
“We are extremely pleased by the results of this lease sale,” said BOEM Director Abigail
Ross Hopper. “We have seen robust competitive interest for this auction, as evidenced
by 33 rounds of bidding – the most we have seen for any of our lease sales to date.
BOEM will continue to work with the members of out New York Intergovernmental
Renewable Energy Task Force and the public on any future wind energy project
proposed for this lease area.”
The New York Wind Energy Area starts approximately 11.5 nautical miles (nm) from
Jones Beach, NY. From its western edge, the area extends approximately 24 nm
southeast at its longest portion. The lease area consists of five full Outer Continental
Shelf blocks and 143 sub-blocks. A map of the lease area can be found here.
Before the lease is executed, the Department of Justice and Federal Trade Commission
will conduct an anti-competitiveness review of the auction, and the provisional winner
will be required to pay the winning bid and provide financial assurance to BOEM. The
lease will have a preliminary term of one year, during which the lessee may submit a
Site Assessment Plan (SAP) to BOEM for approval. The SAP will describe the facilities
(e.g., meteorological towers or buoys) a lessee plans to install or deploy for the
assessment of the wind resources and ocean conditions of its commercial lease area.
Following approval of a SAP, the lessee will then have four and a half years to submit a
Construction and Operations Plan (COP) to BOEM for approval. This plan will provide a
detailed proposal for the construction and operation of a wind energy project within the
lease area.
Once BOEM receives a COP, it will conduct an environmental review of the proposed
project and reasonable alternatives. Public input will be an important part of BOEM’s
review process. If BOEM approves the COP, the lessee will then have a term of 25
years to construct and operate the project.
For more information on today’s auction, visit BOEM’s New York
webpage: https://www.boem.gov/new-york/.

